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The Access to Medicines Problem

The World Health Organization estimates that 10 million people die every year because they’re unable to access existing drugs and vaccines. Several factors impede access to the medicines that exist, chief among them being the cost.

Generic competition has repeatedly been able to lower the price of antiretroviral therapy for HIV from more than $15,000 per patient per year just six years ago to $99 today. Unfortunately, generic drug production has been impeded by trade agreements that prevent generic companies from producing new drugs for up to 20 years. Millions wind up dying because of monopolies on vital medicines.

The Role of Universities

As many of these life-saving drugs are developed in campus laboratories, universities wield substantial leverage when they license their drugs to pharmaceutical companies. That means you as a student have the opportunity to save lives without even leaving your campus!

UAEM proposes a simple solution: when a university licenses a promising new drug candidate to a pharmaceutical company, it should require that the company allow the drug to be made available in poor countries at the lowest possible cost by any other company. This would have virtually no financial impact on the company or university, but would ultimately result in increased access to medicines and millions of saved lives.

The Philadelphia Consensus Statement

In the fall of 2006, UAEM launched the Philadelphia Consensus Statement on University Policies for Health-Related Innovations (PCS), which garnered the support of over one hundred luminaries in the fields of public health, science, law, and medicine, including five Nobel laureates.  The statement includes three areas in which universities can act:
· Promote equal access to university research.

· Promote research and development for neglected diseases.

· Measure research success according to impact on human welfare.

The Statement of Principles and Strategies for the Equitable Dissemination of Medical Technologies 
In November of 2009, Harvard, Yale, the Association of University Technology Managers, and four other signatories responded to UAEM’s advocacy with the “Statement of Principles and Strategies for the Equitable Dissemination of Medical Technologies” (SPS), an important step forward toward a commitment to global access (available at www.autm.org/endorse). Other signatories now include the NIH, the CDC, Massachusetts General Hospital, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, one company, and three universities abroad. 
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UAEM’s Mission and Structure

UAEM's aims are threefold: 

1. To promote access to medicines for people in developing countries by changing norms and practices around university patenting and licensing
2. To ensure that university medical research meets the needs of the majority of the world’s population
3. To empower students to respond to the access and innovation crisis
 Our membership consists of chapters at universities around the world. We draw on the combined strengths of students in undergraduate studies as well as graduate schools of law, medicine, public health, basic and applied sciences, and government.
Email bostonuaem@gmail.com to get involved or to learn more about your university’s UAEM chapter!

UAEM is governed by a salaried Executive Director, a volunteer Board of Directors of both professionals and students, and a volunteer Coordinating Committee of students. We are supported by an Advisory Board which includes Dr. Paul Farmer, Nobel laureate in Medicine Sir John Sulston, and experts in law and access to medicines. 
UAEM is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and tax-exempt organization. Our work has been made possible by generous support from the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, the Ford Foundation, the John M. Lloyd Foundation, the Kaiser Family Foundation, the Moriah Fund, the Open Society Institute, Oxfam America, the Perls Foundation and the contributions of our individual donors.

 We encourage supporters to sign on to our mission by endorsing the Philadelphia Consensus Statement:
http://essentialmedicine.org/cs. Adding your name, you will join nine Nobel Laureates, thirty-three organizations including Partners in Health, and thousands of other signatories!

  More information may be found on our website: www.uaem.org
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Interested in medicine, law, public health, or medical research? 
Harvard UAEM, a key arm of UAEM International, works to bring the fruits of academic innovation to developing countries and to promote research in neglected diseases.
Please join our e-mail list:
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The Promise:


YALE and Stavudine





Scientists at Yale University discovered one of the first AIDS drugs, a molecule known as stavudine. Within a few years of its release, stavudine had revolutionized AIDS treatment, and helped change HIV/AIDS from a rapid death sentence to a manageable – if difficult – condition.  





But – as the drug’s discoverer wrote in the editorial pages of the New York Times – it soon became clear that stavudine “was not reaching millions of desperately suffering people because they lacked the money to purchase it.” 





Working with students on campus, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) urged Yale, as the patent-holder, to help increase access to the urgently needed drug. MSF’s request exploded into a student campaign that gave birth to Universities Allied for Essential Medicines.  





Under pressure, Yale and Bristol-Myers Squibb jointly announced that they would allow generic manufacturers of Stavudine to compete in certain markets, thus lowering the price of the drug from $1600 per patient per year to just $55 – a 96% reduction.























"Biomedical knowledge and achievement is growing at a tremendous pace, but is unmatched by ethical thinking about how to apply the results equitably, humanely and wisely. [U]niversities are forgetting their role as guardians of human wisdom, and instead are selling out to the highest bidders. UAEM has created consensus. Now it is time for the policy makers to act."

- Sir John Sulston, Nobel Laureate in Medicine


