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UAEM 
Leadership 
Gathers in 
NYC
On February, 19th-21st, the UAEM Board 
of Directors and Coordinating Committee 
(CC) gathered for the 3rd annual Winter 
Leadership Meeting (WLM) at Weill 
Cornell Medical Center in New York City. 
This year saw an outstanding attendance 
from many international UAEM leaders 
not only from the U.S. and Canada, but 
also from the UK, Germany, Brazil, 
Sweden and Rwanda. 

The first day of the WLM was dedicated to 
the Board of Directors who reviewed 
projects from the previous year and 
evaluated projects and issues for the 
upcoming year, including the UAEM 
Strategic Plan, finances and fundraising. 

The second day, Saturday, both the UAEM 
Board and CC spent the day evaluating and 
reviewing UAEMÕs past, present and future 
efforts, including a review and adoption of 
the UAEM Revised Strategic Plan for 
2008-2013 and a lively discussion of 
UAEMÕs response to the Statement of 
Principles (SPS) document. 

Richard Elliot, Executive Director of the 
Canadian HIV AIDS Legal Network also 
gave a presentation to the Board and CC 
on CanadaÕs Access to Medicines Regime 
(CAMR) reform. 

Between Saturday and Sunday, the CC and 
several Board members were able to 
further revise the GALF (Framework), 
which was finalized later this semester. 
Several international chapters also gave 
presentations on their own projects, 
updates and plans for the future. The 
International Strategy Plan was also 
reviewed and discussed. This document 
will be further developed and outlines 
international operating structure of UAEM 
to ensure broad participation in decision 
making and coordinated action toward 
achieving UAEMÕs vision and mission. 
Collaboration with the American Society of 
Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH) 
was also proposed. UAEM will  organize a 
symposium on access to medicines issues 

and neglected disease at the annual 
ASTMH conference this November. 
UAEM will  also host a separate neglected 
disease conference around this same time. 

Individual UAEM working groups also 
gave their reports and updates. Near the 
end of the Meeting, the CC also voted for 
the next UAEM annual conference to be 
held at Duke-University of North Carolina. 
Thanks again to the Board and CC for a 
great year and another great WLM!

The UAEM Board and CC members meet 
annually to discuss important issues facing the 
organization. Photo courtesy of  Julia Rappenecker.

UK Chapters Form 
New Leadership 
Committee
UAEM chapters 
continue to pop up 
in the UK, so they 
decided to unify 
themselves and 
form their own 
committee.
Page 6
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A Message From the Executive Director
Ethan Guillen, UAEM Executive Director
Heading into summer, UAEMers should 
feel proud of the amazing strides made this 
academic year. After years of pushing for 
affordable access to university-discovered 
and publ ic ly-funded medicines in 
developing countries, a major step was 
taken in November 2009 with the adoption 
by 6 major research universities of the 
Statement of Principles and Strategies for 
the Equitable Dissemination of Medical 
Technologies (SPS). It has now been signed 
by the National Institutes of Health, the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and at least 14 other 
institutions. This was the result of many 
years of your advocacy and you should be 
proud. The SPS is to-date the most specific 
and measurable policy adopted by major 
universities on how they will actually go 
about ensuring affordable access Ð and 
schools such as Harvard are taking 
concrete steps to implement the policy.

A t a meet ing w i th the Har vard 
administration in April, UAEMers were 
presented with many of the concrete steps 
the school was taking in its operations to 
see the vision of the SPS realized. UAEM 
will remain in regular dialogue with 
Harvard as policies are set in place and 
further developed. Those present at the 
meeting were very excited to hear an 
earnest desire to use effective tools to 
ensure effective implementation of the SPS 
and we left feeling very hopeful. 

Cong ratu la t ions on mak ing such 
tremendous progress in seeing the 
realization of global access licensing after 
many years of  concerted activism! 

We of course should also remember the 
other tremendous work done by the 
neglected disease working group on ND 
curricula, the global spread of UAEM, the 
work on legislative reform in Canada, and 
the many chapters who continue to 
advocate at their universities. 

Of course there are many other challenges 
ahead that we must remain focused on in 
addition to seeing the spread of access 
licensing to other universities. This fall 
UAEM along with allies at the American 
Medical Student Association and Dr. 
Anthony So of Duke University fought 
hard against a little noticed proposal within 
healthcare reform that put in place 
excessive drug company monopolies for a 
certain type of medicines known as 
biologics. This proposal was unfortunately 
pushed by our own universities and was a 
disappointing defeat for the public interest. 
Nonetheless, we will not give up in trying 

to fix these policies and 
ensure that universities 
understand their role as 
representatives of the 
public good Ð not 
industry profits.

In a similar vein, this year the Association 
of University Technology Managers 
(AUTM) took a stand in the interest of 
abusive gene patenting that will continue to 
restrict access to highly needed genetic 
tests. We will continue to push AUTM to 
ensure that they stand up for the public 
interest mission of  the university.

With the summer ahead, there are a 
number of other global challenges that we 
must be aware of. The first is a push for an 
anti-counterfeiting treaty currently being 
negotiated in secret that has the potential 
to harm medicine access on a similar scale 
as the WTO TRIPS agreement has. 
Another enormous threat is the weakening 
of commitments to fully fund the fight 
against HIV/AIDS that has made great 
strides in recent years. Without greater 
leadership from President Obama, we 
could see the huge gains of the last years in 
treating millions completely evaporate. So 
we must remain vigilant.

Congratulations on an amazing 2010 and I 
look forward to keeping the fight alive 
throughout the summer and into the years 
to come.

GAMM Sweeps Through Germany
In Germany, five chapters at the following 
universities celebrated Global Access to 
Medicines Month (GAMM): Munich, Berlin, 
Freiburg, MŸnster and WŸrzburg. Equipped 
with posters and t-shirts, we went to several 
student cafeterias. Since almost all of! the 
German students eat in these dining halls at 
lunch break, we figured it would be the right 
spot to get some attention.

This experience was instructive, as we 
acquired at least 3 pieces of  wisdom:
1) After having eaten, people were more 
interested in global health issues
2) There might be a new illness affecting 
German law students called signature-phobia. 
("No, I won't sign. No signature. No!! 
NO!!!")
3) Younger students were much more willing 
to support the cause: ("Hello, could you sign 
for developing countries?" - "Ah, I like 
developing countries, where do I sign?")

In the end, apart from this new knowledge, 
we were also able to collect a lot of 
signatures - we even had trouble squeezing 
everyone in. Some people wanted further 
information, so we collected their addresses 
to keep them updated. After the events, we 
went to the main sites of the five different 
cities and took photos. But see for yourselves!

At our national meeting in Munich we put all 
the posters on the walls, like a small 
exhibition. All the groups agreed that such a 
campaign is a great way to reach people 
locally. At the same time it was very 
motivating to see that there are many people 
working together on the same issue globally! 
Looking forward to the next worldwide 
GAMM.

Thanks to Julia Rappenecker and Max Bender of 
UAEM Germany for contributing this article.

Nonetheless, we will not give up in 
trying to fix these policies and 

ensure that universities understand 
their role as representatives of  the 
public good - not industry profits.

GAMM was celebrated at multiple universities 
in Germany this April, including (clockwise 
from top left): Freiburg, Würzburg, Berlin, 
and Münster. Photos courtesy of  Julia Rappenecker.
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Vanderbilt Chapter Draws Attention to 
Chagas Disease

VanderbiltÕs UAEM chapter once again completed a fantastic Day 
of Action. Following last yearÕs success, we decided to focus our 
Day of Action on Chagas disease. Chagas disease affects 8-11 
million people in Mexico and Central and South America, many of 
whom do not know they are infected. Studies also indicate that the 
disease is prevalent in Hispanic immigrants here in the US. 

To raise awareness about this disease, we provided over 200 
pillboxes to Vanderbilt medical students. These candy-filled 
creations highlighted the importance of neglected disease research 
with a particular emphasis on Chagas disease while also providing a 
schedule of  events.  

VanderbiltÕs UAEM chapter also brought two speakers to campus: 
Louis Kirchoff, MD and Fernando Villalta, PhD.  Dr. Kirchoff is a 
Professor of Internal Medicine at the University of Iowa as well as 
President of Goldfinch Diagnostics. He has devoted much of his 
career to Chagas disease research specifically focusing on ways to 
improve Chagas disease diagnosis. 

Dr. Villalta is a Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Microbial Pathogenesis and Immune Response at Meharry Medical 
College.  Dr. VillaltaÕs research focus is on the molecular 
mechanisms of Trypanosoma cruzi invasion in addition to drug 
development for the treatment of Chagas. Both speakers gave 
excellent presentations highlighting the need for continued research 
on this neglected disease. 

In addition to the pillboxes and Day of Action speakers, the 
chapter also raised money for the Time to Treat Chagas Disease 
campaign. This campaign aims to make Chagas disease a priority on 
the agenda of policy makers and donors while also advocating the 
need to increase R &D for the disease. We had a very successful 
bake sale resulting in over $400 being raised for the campaign. 

Thanks to Katie Allen, UAEM Vanderbilt, for contributing this article.

Update on CAMR Reform
On April 14th-15th, Canadian members of UAEM gathered 
in Montreal, Quebec, to continue their efforts in reforming 
CanadaÕs Access to Medicines Regime (CAMR). CAMR, an 
implementation of the WTOÕs August 30th Decision, was 
designed to allow Canadian generic manufacturers to obtain 
compulsory licenses for exporting medicines to developing 
countries. However, because of many legal and bureaucratic 
problems within, the law has failed to provide a reliable 
source of affordable medicines abroad. For the past two 
years, Bill C-393 has represented a series of much-needed 
reforms to the regime, but continues to face significant 
opposition. Canadian chapter leaders from University of 
Toronto, University of British Columbia, Simon Fraser 
University, McGill and University of Montreal have spent 
countless hours campaigning for the changes needed to 
improve this lawÑwriting newspaper editorials, interviewing 
with the press, mounting a highly successful letter writing 
campaign to MPÕs, and providing testimony as a federal 
witness in front of parliamentary committees. Together, their 
contributions have made a significant impact in the pursuit of 
better solutions in meeting the healthcare needs of countless 
individuals.

The two days in Montreal were spent meeting with the HIV/
AIDS Legal Network to improve our strategy in pushing Bill 
C-393 past the House of Commons Committee and into a 
critical third and final vote. Members of our Canadian 
chapters also welcomed the opportunity to learn more about 
our individual campus campaigns for licensing reform and 
share new practices.

I would like to sincerely express my gratitude towards Aria 
Ahmad for speaking before the Canadian Senate on our 
behalf, board members Rachel Kiddell-Monroe and Rebecca 
Goulding for their energies and enthusiastic support on all 
fronts, Marc-AndrŽ LavallŽe for the growth of UAEM in 
Quebec and a very powerful video message, and Stephanie 
Gatto for overwhelming Parliament with a Òresponse unheard 
of ÓÑwith thousands of letters sent and delivered to the 
committee on the urgency reforming access to medicines in 
our country.

The road to reform has been laden with numerous setbacks 
and every single challenge imaginable on the political 
landscape, but the resilience of UAEMÕers in Canada 
continues to shine through with nary a weary face or voice.
Thanks to Kevin Charles Hooi , UAEM Canada Chapter 
Coordinator and UAEM UBC President, for contributing this article. 

Thanks to Andrew Gray and Matt Reimer for their outstanding work!

Check out www.essentialmedicine.org 

UC Students Publish in PLoS NTD
Connie Chen (UC San Francisco), Taylor Gilliland (UC San 
Diego) and Jay Purcell (UC Berkeley), along with Sunny 
Kishore (Weill Cornell/Sloan-Kettering/Rockefeller) had 
their article entitled ÒThe Silent Epidemic of Exclusive University 
Licensing Policies on Compounds for Neglected Diseases and BeyondÓ 
published in the March 31st edition of Public Library of 
Science Neglected Tropical Diseases. The article is freely 
available online at www.plosntds.org.

http://www.plosntd.org
http://www.plosntd.org
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The Harvard UAEM chapter had an exciting spring as 
students were able, for the first time, to hear how Harvard 
plans to implement its commitments to ensuring that Harvard 
medical technologies reach the world's poor. Last fall, Harvard 
students led a "Say Yes to Drugs" Campaign to urge their 
university to create a broad-based, systemic policy that would 
ensure that people across the world have access to affordable 
versions of the drugs, vaccines, and other medical products 
based on technologies emerging from Harvard labs. The 
campaign included a petition to our 
Provost with student, faculty, and student 
g roup s ignatures; meet ings wi th 
administrators, and a dance party to raise 
awareness and to fundraise for global 
health non-profits Asha and Partners in 
Health, organized in collaboration with 
four other student groups (the Association 
of Black Harvard Women, the Harvard 
Black MenÕs Forum, and the Harvard 
South Asian WomenÕs and MenÕs 
Collectives) 

Harvard responded to the student 
campaign by organiz ing mul t ip le 
universities to come together on a joint 
statement of commitment to global access, 
the Statement of Principles and Strategies 
(SPS). Most importantly, Harvard 
committed to the principle that university intellectual property 
"should not become a barrier to essential health-related 
technologies needed by patients in developing countries." The 
Harvard chapter of UAEM was excited about this public 
statement, but was concerned that it could become 
meaningless if interpreted too narrowly, and worried about 
transparency in HarvardÕs plans to implement its commitment. 
The students expressed their concerns in!a 150-person rally 
outside the office of Harvard's President, calling on the 
Harvard administration to interpret its commitments broadly 

and be more transparent about its implementation strategy moving 
forward.

In April, students were pleased to have an opportunity to discuss 
Harvard's new policy in more detail with administrators of the 
Office of Technology Development. The group was able to view 
the language of new licensing terms, called the global access 
licensing Òtoolkit,Ó that Harvard has begun to apply in its licensing 
agreements. Students were pleased to discover that Harvard is 

taking a broad-based approach to global access 
licensing. This approach includes applying 
terms from the toolkit to all medical 
technologies -- including cancer therapeutics 
and other technologies for non-communicable 
diseases. The Harvard technology transfer 
program is also striving to find access 
strategies that include people in lower middle-
income countries, like India and China. 
Importantly, the Harvard administration is 
planning to ensure transparency by meeting 
with students and faculty every 6 months in 
o rder to d iscuss the p rog ress and 
implementation of its global access policies in 
technology transfer agreements.! During our 
first six months of watchful waiting, Harvard 
UAEM is excited to work closely with other 
chapters, especially MIT, as they expand their 
campaigns. The coming summer and Fall 

semester will also be an opportune time to address other projects 
that had taken a back seat to global access licensing, including 
exploring ways to increase funding and activity in ND research at 
the University. 
Thanks to Sarah Sorscher and Karolina Maciag, from UAEM Harvard, for 
contributing this article.

Bean Town’s Trio

HarvardÕs new licensing terms 
include a commitment not to 
patent in developing countries, 
though ÒrareÓ exceptions are 
foreseen in cases where, 
l icensing would increase 
locally-affordable access. The 
toolkit also stipulates that 
Harvard and its licensees 
would not to engage in 
litigation against entities that 
distribute medical products 
covered by Harvard IP rights 
on a locally-affordable basis in 
these areas.

End-of-semester celebration for the trio of UAEM chapters, with a visit 
from UBC students and members of the Perls Foundation as well. 
Pictured left to right are: Manjae Kwon (MIT), Ariane Tschumi 
(Harvard), Charles Liu (Harvard), Jonathon Thon (UBC), Abby Schiff 
(Harvard), Mythili Prabhu (Harvard), Krishna Prabhu (Harvard), Sarah 
Sorscher (Harvard), Alex Lankowski (BU), Katharine Perls (Perls 
Foundation), Lennart Bråberg (Perls Foundation), Sarah Mok (MIT), 
Suerie Moon (Harvard), Karolina Maciag (Harvard/MIT), Lauren Scott 
(UBC/BU), Mike Gretes (UBC).

Harvard, MIT & Boston University Students Making Strides

Harvard Students Pressure Administration on SPS
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After being inspired by Peter HotezÕs address at the 2009 UAEM 
Fall Conference, the Boston University chapter decided that it 
was high time to take action in a concrete and meaningful way to 
increase awareness of neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) within 
our universityÕs academic and clinical community.  BUÕs primary 
teaching hospital, Boston Medical Center, serves as the safety net 
hospital for most of BostonÕs most socioeconomically 
disadvantaged citizens, including many recent immigrants from 
regions with a high NTD burden.  Given the fact that such a 
relatively large proportion of our patient population comes from 
NTD-endemic areas, we felt that it was important for BU 
students, clinicians, and researchers to have a better 
understanding of the global burden and health impact of these 
poverty-promoting infections.    

To this end, we formed the BU Neglected Tropical Diseases 
Initiative (BU-NTDi), a coalition of students and young 
physicians, based out of our UAEM chapter, with an interest in 
increasing NTD awareness and advocacy efforts at our university.  
As our first act, we kicked off the ÒWorm of the WeekÓ 
campaign: each week from mid-March through mid-May we 
profiled a different NTD by creating a brief one-page flyer, 
circulated far and wide to classmates and colleagues via our 
extensive email distribution networks.  The email/flyering 
campaign was coupled to a weekly bake sale in the School of 
Medicine lobby, where we passed out Worm of the Week flyers 
and raised funds for NTD treatment and eradication as part of 
the Global Network for NTDÕs ÒJust 50 CentsÓ campaign.
As a culmination of our weekly worming efforts, we organized a 
symposium on May 10th entitled ÒGlobal Worming: the State of 
Neglected Tropical Diseases TodayÓ.  Peter Hotez traveled to the 
School of Medicine to give the keynote address, delivering his 
characteristically captivating  Ò30,000 foot aerial shotÓ of the 
NTD landscape to an audience of over 100 students, faculty, and 

clinicians. Kishor Wasan, pharmacology-researcher-turned-NTD-
advocate from the University of British Columbia, also joined us 
via video-conference from Vancouver to provide his insights into 
the challenges and rewards of NTD drug development.  In our 
final talk of the night, James Maguire, currently of Harvard 
Medical School and formerly Chief of the Division of Parasitic 
Diseases at the CDC, provided a stirring foray into the clinical 
epidemiology of Chagas disease.  The event also included a well-
attended poster session featuring NTD research done at BU and 
other Boston-area universities.
Overall, the recent symposium and ÒWorm of the WeekÓ 
campaign were highly successful.  We hope this flurry of activity 
will serve to catalyze more substantial action within the BU 
community.  As an example of one immediate and concrete 
positive outcome, School of Medicine faculty members who were 
in attendance indicated that they would be injecting more 
information on NTDs into their pre-clinical lectures, as a result 
of new information gleaned from the symposium.  This comes at 
a time when UAEM members at BU have been actively 
advocating for the School of Medicine to include a more formal 
treatment of lecture material dealing with global health disparities 
in the pre-clinical curriculum.  
Looking further ahead, our goal is for the recent activities at BU 
to serve as a springboard for future action aimed at increasing 
NTD research and discussion on our campus.  We hope that our 
efforts at BU can positively contribute to the larger university 
movement to eliminate these global infections of poverty and to 
improve the lives of the populations they affect, giving them the 
attention that they deserve amongst the researchers, funders, and 
policy-makers who can effect real change.  
Thanks to Alex Lankowski , UAEM CC member from Boston 
University, for contributing this article. 

MIT’s Chapter Back in Business

Fighting Global Worming at BU…One Bake Sale at a Time

This past semester has seen a renewal of activity at the previously 
dormant MIT chapter of UAEM. A core group of four 
undergraduates and one graduate student was galvanized after seeing 
news about the Statement of Principles and Strategies for the 
Equitable Dissemination of Medical Technologies (SPS) on UAEMÕs 
website. We started the new campaign with a meeting in February to 
discuss possible strategic approaches to getting MIT's TLO 
(technology licensing office) on board with the proposed global 
access policy. We also discussed what we knew about 
the current situation and what we still needed to learn. 
We soon realized that we needed more people to be 
actively involved in order to effect change of this 
magnitude, and hence held an information session at 
the end of April. UAEM Corporate Secretary and CC 
member Sarah Sorscher from Harvard Law School 
joined us at the meeting, taking questions relevant to 
UAEMÕs work and history and of course, casting light 
on legal issues relevant to intellectual property. This 
meeting helped us get an additional dozen people 
involved in the group, which will help not only with 
short-term strategic objectives, but also the long-
term continuity of the group. UAEMer Karolina 
Maciag, a joint Harvard-MIT student, was happy to 
jump on board with experience from the Harvard 
campaign.

Shortly afterwards we joined our efforts to produce a collaborative 
Letter to the Editor of the Tech, MIT's newspaper, in which we 
called on MIT students to apply their minds to the problem of 
ensuring global access to medical innovation and on MIT 
administration to sign on to the SPS. This letter was published in the 
TechÕs final edition of the academic year. The timing was fortuitous. 
Just days prior, as we noted in the letter, Bill Gates had given a 
rousing speech at MIT asking students to tackle the worldÕs greatest 

problems related to global health and poverty. 
We are hoping to use the momentum our letter 
generated to further advocate for access to MIT-
developed essential medicines and medical 
technologies next year. MIT (as well as a number of 
startups spun off from MIT research labs) has been a 
leader in conceptualizing and creating medical 
technologies for the developing world, and sponsors 
initiatives such as the Global Poverty Delivery and 
Management class, the Innovations in International 
Health program and the recently created Leaders in 
Global Health Transformation fellowship. However, 
the big challenge of changing institutional policy still 
remains, and we are excited to tackle it.
Thanks to Karolina Maciag and Leonid Chindelevitch, from 
UAEM MIT, for contributing this article.

UAEM MIT members Manjae 
Kwon, Sarah Mok, Karolina 

Maciag, Leonid Chindelevitch, 
Mary Xu, not pictured: Jess Ho.
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Chapter Corner
Johns Hopkins “Wakes Up” to Global Access

UK Chapters Form New Leadership Committee

On April 23, members of Johns HopkinsÕ UAEM chapter took to the sidewalk at the 
undergraduate campus, handing out free Dunkin Donuts coffee in hopes that our 
demonstration (or maybe the caffeine) would help students and faculty ÒWake up to 
Global Access Licensing.Ó The coffee cups were labeled with home-printed Avery 
s t i c ke r s , r e m i n d i n g d r i n ke r s o f t h e c u r r e n t c a m p a i g n we b s i t e 
www.HopkinsHasADrugProblem.com (hat tip Yale).  Stickers also included small 
sound-bytes, including, ÒNearly a third of humanity does not have regular access to 
essential medicinesÓ, and  ÒDuring the fifteen seconds it would take you to sign our 
petition, five people will have died from preventable causes.Ó 
Over 300 signatures were gathered from students and faculty in support of the 
campaign. While some students groggily sipped coffee, for others the action prompted 
in-depth conversations about the ethics of licensing to pharmaceutical companies and 
intellectual property. Four successive rounds of sticker-laden coffee were delivered to 
the presidentÕs office throughout the morning, whose secretary appeared a bit perplexed 
by the whole to-do. We had a meeting the next week with a new provost within Hopkins administration, and I think mentioning the 
several hundred signatures and ongoing campaign certainly didnÕt hurt us.  That same week, thanks to TylerÕs phone calls, we got an 
article about our event in the Hopkins undergraduate newspaper, the ÒNews-Letter,Ó which is viewable at: http://
media.www.jhunewsletter.com/.
Thanks to Jane Andrews, from UAEM Johns Hopkins, for contributing this article.

UAEM members hand out free coffee to Johns 
Hopkins students to spread awareness of  their 

“Hopkins Has a Drug Problem” campaign.

As more and more new UK-chapters are springing up and Emma Preston Ð who has done 
a fantastic job as UK-coordinator this year Ð will spend large parts of the next academic 
year in Peru, it was high time for us to establish a UAEM-UK committee. The follow 
positions are included in our committee: 

¥ Policy Team: This group consists of students who are interested in doing research 
on UK IP/patent policy. The policy team will also help advise individual UAEM 
chapters in implementing, monitoring and improving university policy. 

¥ Neglected Diseases Team: This group is in charge of researching UK-based funding 
for Neglected Diseases as well as coordinating the building of a network of 
Neglected Disease researchers in the UK. They will also coordinate the UK-based 
efforts to contribute to projects such as the Drug Biographies or the Global 
Health Curriculum project. The ND team will work closely with the North 
American ND-working group and will be on the bi-weekly ND transatlantic calls. 

¥ Finance Team: This team will search and apply for grants and manage our funds 
(once we have them). The funds will be used to send UK UAEMers to the North 
American fall conference and the Winter Leadership Meeting and to organise 
conferences as well as national and European-wide meetings in the UK. 

¥ Membership and Recruitment Coordinator: This person will be in charge of checking in 
with all chapters on a regular basis to see how they're doing, making sure that all 
the chapters are registered annually, updating handouts! and powerpoints for 
student presentations and making sure that new chapters are integrated within the 
UAEM-UK network. 

¥ Medsin Contact: In the UK, UAEM is an official campaign of Medsin (the UK 
branch of the International Federation of Medical StudentsÕ Associations). So, the 
Medsin contact will maintain correspondence with the Medsin national committee, 
find opportunities for UAEM to present at Medsin events (e.g. workshops on 
UAEM-related issues at national conferences) and occasionally write an article on 
UAEMÕs progress in the UK for MedsinÕs Global Health magazine. 

¥ Committee coordinator: This person will act as a point of contact between UAEM-
UK and UAEM-international, organise regular conference calls, keep up-to-date 
with everyoneÕs progress and try to guide the committeeÕs work. 

To get in touch with the UK committee, please contact the campaign coordinator Pascal at 
pgeldsetzer@googlemail.com.

2010-2011 UAEM-UK Committee
Policy Team:
Fiona Rae (University of  Edinburgh) 
Antonia Timmis (University of  
Southamptom) 
Beth Sampson (University College London) 
Waldemar Ockert (University of  
Manchester)
Neglected Diseases Team: 
Meghan Lim (University of  Edinburgh) 
Marie Broyde (University of  Edinburgh) 
Catherine Lee (University of  Manchester) 
Harriet Gliddon (Imperial College London) 
Gary Cuthbert (Queen’s University, Belfast) 
Membership&Recruitment Coordinator:
Rob Young (University of  Edinburgh) 
Finance Team:
Emma Preston (Oxford University) 
Mark Deeney (University of  Edinburgh)  
Medsin contact:
Sadie Regmi (University of  Manchester) 
Committee Coordinator: 
Pascal Geldsetzer (University of  Edinburgh)
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will contact you soon after!

Greetings from your Bayh-Dole Project Coordinator!  I am 
incredibly excited to be working on UAEMÕs Bayh-Dole (and 
Transparency) Projects.  As UAEMers well know, the Bayh-Dole 
Act, enacted in 1980, governs the intellectual property ownership of 
publicly funded research in the United States.  Although the Act has 
often been touted as a success, it has caused a host of problems, 
both economically and developmentally.  Not only has Bayh-Dole 
created problems for the United States, but it is now being copied 
other countries without a full examination of  its failings.  
Our Bayh-Dole project aims to fully evaluate the ActÕs successes and 
failures and provide some suggestions for those considering enacting 
Bayh-Dole analogues.  By the end of 2010, we anticipate the 
substantial completion of a year-long effort which will feature a final 
report evaluating the legislation and discussing alternatives to the 
current model.  We hope that the final report will identify key 
elements for model legislation to improve public health through 
better management of publicly funded research as an alternative to 
the current Bayh-Dole model.  

Research on the project is well underway, covering the ActÕs creation 
and legislative history, the march-in rights clause, and alternative 
models and the current thinking surrounding the relationship 
between intellectual property rights and access to medicines.  
Perhaps the most interesting research thus far has stemmed from 
some recent views on the relationship between intellectual property 
rights and access to innovations which includes, for example, the 
World Health Assembly Resolution 61.21, the Secretary of Health 
and Human ServiceÕs Advisory Committee on Genetics Health and 
Society recommendations on gene patenting, and the outcome of 
the Myriad Genetics/BRCA gene patenting case.   
As part of the project, we will also be hosting a symposium solely 
dedicated to the issues of Bayh-Dole to be held in Delhi, India.  The 
symposium will offer a forum to engage in a reasoned and informed 
discussion of Bayh-Dole and we anticipate that speakers and invitees 
will include scholars and policymakers from the North America as 
well as civil society invitees and representatives from Africa, Asia and 
Latin America.  UAEM will provide funding for a number of 
representatives from the Global South to ensure that their voices are 
heard.  The symposium will cover a variety of Bayh-Dole issues 

including: the failings of the U.S. Bayh-Dole model; evaluation of 
Bayh-Dole anaolgues; the effects Bayh-Dole has on university 
research; recent events and thinking; possible positive alternatives to 
Bayh-Dole and the current intellectual property regime; methods for 
encouraging innovation that simultaneously promote access; and a 
discussion of model legislation.  Ultimately, the viewpoints shared at 
the symposium will be incorporated into the final report.
In addition to our work done in preparation for the final report and 
symposium, UAEM has recently amended its original white paper 
on IndiaÕs Bayh-Dole analogue.  The white paper has been 
submitted to the Indian Parliament and has now been published to 
the UAEM website.  Additionally, because India is already 
considering making revisions to the Bill, we have also submitted 
comments to the proposed changes, directed to IndiaÕs Ministry of 
Science and Technology.  A copy of this version of the white paper 
is also available on our website.
We have recently recruited some additional help for the Bayh-Dole 
final report and symposium and have filled three summer internship 
slots.  Two of these interns are first-year law students and will split 
their time between the Bayh-Dole project and our Transparency 
project.  Additionally, we were extremely fortunate to partner with 
MSF IndiaÕs Access to Medicines campaign and will have an intern 
located in Delhi, India for the summer.  We found an excellent 
person to fill this slotÑAria Ilyad AhmadÑa student in the faculty 
of pharmacy at University of Toronto and committed UAEM 
member!  Aria will work closely with MSF IndiaÕs campaigns, work 
toward the possibility of opening a UAEM chapter in India, and 
assist with symposium preparations.  We are extremely excited about 
having these interns help us with our projects.
Many students have already put countless hours into these projects, 
allowing them to become the large undertaking it now is.  These 
projects are made possible through your support.  Please continue to 
make a global difference by joining in!  If you would like to lend your 
helping hand or want further details about the projects (Bayh-Dole 
or Transparency) or would like to offer any comments, please feel 
free to contact me at krista.cox@essentialmedicine.org.
Thanks to Krista Cox for contributing this article.
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