Advanced Topics in Global Health:
Introduction

The field of study known as “Global Health Studies” is a broad one. Each discipline within the Health Sciences and disciplines outside of the health sciences historically tend to approach this field with their own optic: Medical Doctors and Nurses tend to focus on the “:medical model” of disease, social scientists tend to look at the social systems and economic factors of ill health, Public Health scientists tend to look at the problems on a populations wide basis and so on. This course is intended to provide a bridge for two health sciences: Public Health and Medicine to study some selected topics in Global Health together. Not everything which is germane to understanding the field of Global Health studies can be covered in a single elective course, so these topics have been selected because they are 1) currently under discussion by policy makers in a variety of global and national fora 2) have a scientific methodology within their discussion which is pertinent to the disciplines of Public Health and/or Medicine more broadly and 3) they are of great interest and importance because of the magnitude of health they impact. 

This course was begun as an initiative of the 

Objectives

The objectives of this course are : 

To develop understanding and competence to 1) Assess the political, social and economic determinants of health in developing countries 2) Determine how priorities are set globally and nationally for health intervention in the developing world using tools such as  the burden of disease measurement and the concept of cost effectiveness 3) Analyze how delivery systems for preventive and curative health services might be strengthened in resource poor settings 4) Enhance personal effectiveness and well-being while working abroad. 

Format

In the course we will urge students to choose a particular region and/or country of the world from which to consider the discourse and readings. So, for the quarter the student will have “regional” point of view from which he/she will consider the proceedings. Some students will speak from a perspective informed by the health situation in West Africa, others from Southeast Asia, and some from Latin America. These regions are broad, and students may wish to specialize on reviewing the situation of a particular country to gain their perspective. At the outset of each new topic, i.e. each week, each broad region will have five minutes to give the most important points within its perspective. So for example if the topic is Maternal and Child Health, a student who is speaking from the Southeast Asia perspective may want to review  the situation with immunizable diseases of childhood in that region, and put forward some considerations about  the importance of ongoing childhood epidemic diseases to population health.
After the student “mini presentations” a speaker will address the group who is an expert in the topic under discussion. Through the generosity of the Gates Foundation we have been able to include some of the leading experts working in the world today in our seminar series. 

The remainder of class time will be spent in question and answer and discussion. As seen on the appended syllabus given the class is 3 hours of contact time weekly, we will occasionally cover more than one topic per week.  

