UAEM National 

Neglected Diseases Researcher Interview Project Instructions Draft 1
ND Researcher Interview Project Coordinator: Rebecca Goulding
rgouldin@bccrc.ca
First of all, thank-you for taking part in the UAEM’s ND Researcher Interview Project. Your assistance with this process is a vital part of our ND strategy and will help us understand the current ND research capacity at participating Universities.

A. General Guidelines:

1. Keep record of all email transactions and add them at the end of this interview package.

2. Try to limit the numbers of emails sent.

3. Follow-up emails are as important as the interview itself.

B. Contacting Researcher:

Once you have been assigned a researcher to contact, it is recommended that you do some background reading on his/her area of interest before you email him/her. Following this, email the researcher introducing UAEM, our mandate, and the ND Research Proposal etc and ask whether he/she would be interested in meeting to answer some questions. If you receive a positive reply (most likely scenario), then set up a date and send the question list (but not the instructions package). In addition in same email you can ask them if they mind being audio recorded.

Sample Email (which can be expanded on!):
Dear Researcher X,
 

I am a member of the Universities Allied for Essential Medicines student group at University X. Part of our mandate is to promote research on neglected diseases.
 

We would like to interview a number of scientists who are currently pursuing research in neglected diseases, or who could be convinced to do so, to get a better picture of what kind of fund would be useful. We are aiming to raise $1-3 million as an endowment fund which could be used to support multiple small research projects, fund graduate students, or perhaps use the entire amount to fund a few extensive projects. 
 

In addition, we would like to characterise neglected disease research at University X and also get a picture of the difficulties ND researchers have encountered in acquiring the appropriate funding for their projects. 
 

Would you be interested in meeting to discuss the potential fund, and also your experience with current options for ND research funding?
 

Looking forward to your reply,
 

Best regards,
 

Your name

www.uaem.org

C. Before the Interview check list:

1. Background reading

2. Email 1: Introduce UAEM and ND proposal

3. Email: Set up date, send Researcher questions and ask researcher whether it is possible that you audio record the interview
D. Interview Instructions: 

ND Researcher Name:
Name of Interviewer:

Research Institute/Company:
Questions for ND researchers:

It would be great to get as many answers as possible to these questions. Remember to send them before the interview so that they have time to think about the interview and get an idea of what information we are looking for. Ask them if it is ok to record the interview, and that you will be drafting a mini profile that summarises the view points and aspirations of the researcher for the purposes of our ND Research Fund Proposal. Let them know that you will be seeking approval of the mini profile content and usage. 
1.
How long have you been researching neglected diseases?

2.
What type of research are you engaged in?

3.
What primarily motivated you to study neglected diseases?

4.
What funding was available to you when you began ND research?

 5.
What funding is available to you currently?

6.
How much of your lab/group is primarily focussed on ND research?

7.
Are you connected with other ND researchers in your immediate research community?

8.
Are you connected with the larger ND research community?

9.
Would you do more ND research if funding permitted? If so, why?
10.
Do you have any stories of exceptional projects that were not funded and in your 

opinion should have been given their potential impact?

11. What kind of research grant do you think would be the most beneficial to you?
a) Operational Grant (average CIHR: $109, 400/year in Jan 2007)

b) Studentships (23,000/year)

c) Fellowships (45,000/year)

12.
Is their a need for an ND research collective at a University level that served the needs of ND researchers?
13.
Do you think that CIHR should explicitly fund ND research?

Additional Questions:
If you thought of any questions during the interview, write them down and the answers to them – we may add them to the main question list for future interviews.
Notes:

Keep some notes that detail overall what the researcher expressed about his research, views on neglected disease research in general, anything that you think might be useful to the ND team. The notes can be the transcript of the interview.
Interview Transcript:

Please write out transcript of interview.
E. Researcher mini-profile:

After the interview, draft a mini profile of the researcher that we can use in our database – this can include a quote that struck you as being particularly relevant. After the interview send a thank-you email and give them your summarised mini profile, ask them firstly if the mini profile reflects what the researcher would like it to and also if they mind us using this profile in the future for our proposal, in dealings with major fundraisers and also in letters to donors. 

F. Email Correspondence:

Add the email correspondence to the interview document.

G. What to do after the interview:

On return to a computer, email the researcher immediately to thank them for their time, and stress upon them how useful the information they gave you was. Once you have completed the interview package (it’s best to try to do it within 2 days) then email them their mini profile (if you need help email me) and ask them whether i

H. After the interview checklist:
1. Email thank-you email, with mini profile to be vetted by researcher for content and permission to use in our ND proposal, future donor letters and dealings with fundraisers.

2. Send completed interview package to your ND group leader.

3. Add the complete email correspondence to the end of this interview document.
Any questions please email me, Rebecca Goulding, at rgouldin@bccrc.ca
Use of Mini profile:

The mini profile must reflect the opinion of the researcher. Ask permission to use the mini profile for:


UAEM documents submitted to the UBC Development Office for the purposes of gaining support for ND Research Fund Proposal.


ND Research Fund Proposal: we propose to submit this to the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the NIH.


Letters to Donors for ND Fund.

