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HI, my name is (Patricia Kretz) and I am a (third year medical student) and a member of the UBC chapter of a group called Universities Allied for Essential Medicines.  There are chapters of UAEM at Universities across Canada and the US.  

We have three major goals relating to how universities can impact global health.  

The first is to increase access to essential medicines (drugs needed for the provision of basic health care) in low and middle income countries.  Many life saving mediations have their origins in university labs.  During the process of patenting and licensing university technology, universities often loose their ability to impact the destiny of their inventions.  In the case of medications, they are often produced at a prohibitively high cost so that those who need them most are not able to pay for them.  We are trying to create university policy to encourage the use of “access minded licensing”.  For example, with the UAEM created “Equitable access license”, any health related technology developed at UBC could be licensed to a brand name pharmaceutical company for further development, production and profit creation in high income countries, while at the same time, allowing for the creation of a generic version for distribution in low and middle income countries at a much lower cost.

The second goal involves neglected diseases.  These are diseases for which treatment options are inadequate or do not exist and for which drug market potential is insufficient to attract private sector response.  We are encouraging UBC to promote research and development for neglected disease by increasing in-house ND research, seeking new partners for drug development, and carving out research exemptions for ND patents held or licenses executed.

Lastly, given UBC’s avowed commitment to the public good, we are requesting that they measure success in technology transfer by impact on global human welfare rather than strictly financial return.  For example, recording how many licensing agreements include access minded provisions or are related to ND research.

These goals have been outlined in a UAEM document entitled the Philadelphia Consensus Statement.  It has been signed by the likes of Stephen Lewis, James Orbinski, Jefferey Sachs and Paul Farmer.  If you would like to sign on, I have a copy right here.  Please let me know if you have any questions or feedback.

